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About the Artist

Born in 1949 in Milan, Perucchetti was an only child. Initially taking a job in Milan, he then
moved to Rome and enrolled for classes in theatre studies. Starting to act in film, he worked
with Elizabeth Taylor and Andy Warhol in The Driver's Seat (1974). More film roles followed
and he set up a production company, hoping to initiate something better than the current
spate of kung-fu movies. Changing course once again, he relocated to London and threw
himself into interior design work. During this period he developed a new wall finish and his
Venetian polished plaster, using techniques from ancient Pompeii, became the basis of a
successful international business.

In 2000, Perucchetti sold his design and architectural practice and his home so he could
become a full-time artist. Finding contentment in dedicating himself to art — something he felt
he had to do — he spent the next three years experimenting with materials before perfecting
the formulation of the plastic he wanted to use and patenting it. It was lustrous and
transparent, forever changing under different lighting conditions, but also chemically
hazardous. ‘Perucchetti’s use of polyurethane resins is pioneering’, writes art critic Elspeth
Moncrieff. ‘Resin has an innate instability and is even more difficult to control when foreign
materials are embedded within it. Like prehistoric insects captured in the sticky ooze of the
amber resin that killed them while preserving them, Perucchetti entraps his objects for all time.
His work is totally beguiling. It is high-tech, of our time, bright, clean, and utterly original.
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